
Vappu Taipale, professor, MD 

 

Holds a specialty in child and adolescent psychiatry. She served as Finland’s minister of health and 

then minister of social affairs. Dr. Taipale has been director general of National Board of Social 

Welfare and of Stakes, National Research and Development Centre for Welfare and Health in 

Finland and has held chairmanships of academic and technological research bodies nationally and 

within the European Union. She was a member and chair of the United Nations University Council 

and is Honorary President, International Society for Gerontechnology. After retirement she is 

actively involved in the WHO Collaborating Centre for Mental Health Promotion, Prevention and 

Policies and is currently co-president of the International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear 

War (IPPNW) and chair, Union for Senior Services in Finland. 

 

Ilkka Taipale, Adjunct Professor. MD 

 

Holds a specialty in social psychiatry (mass medicine). He has been Member of Parliament in 1971-

75 and 2000- 2007, and member of Helsinki City Council 1969 – 80 and from 1993 on continuously. 

Dr. Taipale has served as Chief Doctor in Social Hospital for Alcoholics and Kellokoski Mental 

Hospital. He has written and edited tens of books on peace and war, social medicine and psychiatry, 

latest publications War or Health, A Reader, Zed Books 2001 

and One Hundred Social Innovations in Finland, published in English 2007, in Japanese 2008, in 

Chinese 2009, in Korean, Russian, Swedish  and in Urdu 2010 and will be published in Ukrainian, 

Polish, Portuguese. Spanish and Latvian... 

 

The Taipale Family has 4 children and 7 grandchildren 

 


